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Central and Eastern Europe – a perfect
destination for cycling vacations

Alongside the traditionally popular bike
tour countries, mainly Austria and Germany,
you can now bicycle through countries that
for decades were concealed behind the
Iron Curtain: Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland.

A bicycle tour is a great way of
discovering new places and countries; every cyclist knows this.
It’s good to share information
about places where biking is a
pure joy. Central Europe is one
of those rare places, and it is my
pleasure to invite you to see this
region up close.
The chance to help people who
are open to learning something
new about Central Europe is the
best part of my job.

Since the fall of Communism, these countries, too, have been discovering the magic of cycling. Recently a large number of
bicycle trails have sprung up, and are becoming worthy competition for popular
bike routes such as the Danube Trail from
Passau to Vienna.
Our program offers both the traditional
bicycle tours, as well as bike tours in countries whose cyclo-tourism boom is yet to
come. Central Europe is becoming one of
the preferred cycling destinations on a par
with Italy and France.

• Excellent network of paved backroads. These roads
with little traffic connect picturesque towns and villages with historical monuments to make a cycling
paradise.
• Beautiful medieval castles and chateaux. The surprising density of palaces and royal residences is
perfect for lovers of history and Old Europe.
• Variety of landscape. It is refreshing to see the
countryside change while cycling – from deep forests,
through lakes and wetlands to highlands, river valleys and wine country.
• Easy access to Central Europe. All our bicycle tours
begin and end in major cities or capitals that are
great destinations in and of themselves. There are
international airports in Prague, Vienna, Budapest,
and Bratislava.
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6 reasons to cycle in Central and
Eastern Europe

Hungary

• Quality accommodation and sophisticated services.
Since the fall of Communism in 1989, the level of
service has greatly improved to satisfy even the discerning traveller.
• Compact "human" dimensions ideally suited for
cycling and walking. Easily cover the distances between towns, and get to know the towns, villages,
and countryside of Central Europe up close.
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Choose your bicycle tour
Individual or Group – Self-guided or Guided?
You can do a tour as a self-guided or guided option. On our selfguided tours, you can travel with a group of friends or go individually, cycling at your own pace. If you would like to meet new people while on holiday then consider our guided tours on the
scheduled dates. If you and your friends are interested in a guided
trip, this can be arranged on a date of your choice.

Self-guided tour – offers much greater flexibility. You can go at the
pace that’s right for you, and perhaps spend more time at places
along the way – your choice. Read more on page 5.
Guided tour – get a deeper understanding of the countries you
visit with our local guides. Read more about guided touring on
page 6.
Daily Sections
The average riding distance per day is about 56 km / 35 miles. Our
desire is to offer a balanced tour, with ample time for you to sightsee and to relax as well as cycle. The distance you cycle each day
varies depending on the distance between accommodation facilities and the difficulty of that day's riding. This distance can be
changed if you would like to cycle a little more, or instead take
more time to see points of interest.
Family Tours
It’s no problem to take along the kids – we have given great consideration to detail in our family adventure holidays. We recommend our Easy and Moderate itineraries for family vacations. These
are easy enough for the whole family. Get in touch with us if you
are interested in one of our itineraries with some more information
about your requirements. We will get right back to you with further
information.
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Trip Rating
Our tours are designed for all fitness levels. To help select the
best tour for your abilities, refer to the trip rating with each trip
description.
Easy – the bike tour follows a course of a river, usually downstream. The terrain profile is almost level, with small hills. Can
be easily traveled by beginner cyclists.
Moderate – the bike tour is evenly distributed over hilly terrain
and less demanding flat parts. There are one or two more challenging days of ascents and descents. Can be managed by
recreational cyclists who ride regularly at home.
Challenging – only one or two easy days. The rest of the route
is challenging in terms of terrain, crossing several highland or
mountain ranges, with long, steep climbs. Suitable for welltrained recreational cyclists or sports enthusiasts – people who
enjoy a hilly challenge.

Walking & Multisport
Walking Tours
We concentrate on bicycle tours, but we also arrange walking
trips along our most popular trails (Greenways Vienna – Prague,
Amber Trail Budapest – Krakow). Self-guided or guided walking
trips cover a selection of the best foot trails and hiking spots.
These walks are wonderful because of the density of tourist destinations and points of interest, and the loveliness of the hiking
trails themselves. See walking tours from page 38.
Multisport Tour
This self-guided or guided flexible program takes you along the entire Czech Greenway from Vienna to Prague, and gives you a maximum degree of freedom and independent choice. On each given
day, the means of travel you pick can be different – on foot, on
horseback, by bicycle, by car, or even by canoe. See page 42.

S

Self-guided bicycle tour
Cycle any time you want on our self-guided tours. Your lodging and
breakfast are taken care of and, more importantly, you do not have
to carry your luggage. You decide at which pace you travel at and
what time you start in the morning. Cycle alone or with a group of
friends. You won't be cycling with a group of strangers of differing
interests and cycling abilities. Our detailed maps, English route descriptions and GPS show you the way. We lend you a cellphone to
ensure prompt stand-by support.
Self-guided tours include:
Accommodation in selected hotels and pensions
We prefer smaller, family-run hotels and pensions located in the
historical center of the towns you will visit. We always try to
arrange a good view as well. Rooms are typically double occupancy with a private bathroom. Single rooms are available on
most trips for a supplement.
Buffet breakfast
A hearty yet healthy breakfast is essential for cyclists. Get some energy to burn and hydrate yourself properly for the day. A typical
buffet breakfast might consist of bread and rolls, cheese and ham,
jams and spreads, cereals and muesli, fruit and yoghurt; coffee, tea,
milk, fruit juices and water to drink.
Luggage transfer
When cycling unhindered by your luggage you can relax and enjoy
your cycling. You luggage will be transferred from hotel to hotel.
Your bags will be waiting for you at your next overnight stop. You
can store your daily essentials in the panniers and handlebar bags
on our bikes. See bike equipment – page 8.
English route descriptions
Our comprehensive route descriptions are written by us, which
means that we have actually been on the trail. We have been over
the bumps in navigation along the route and have smoothed them
over for your trip. The result is a clearly written set of route descriptions that guide you, km by km, along the trail, and supply
you with further information as well (points of interest, refreshments, etc.).

GPS navigation
Powerful and precise navigation is ensured by our GPS consoles. As
an individual or in a group (1 per group), you will get a Garmin GPS
console. We pre-program your route into them, and an arrow points
the way. The GPS can tell you of upcoming turns, show speed during
the trip, and give other data.
Transportation by car according to program
On some of our self-guided tours there are transfers involved.
These are done so you can see more points of interest on your tour
or to avoid a section unsuitable for cycling. All our vehicles have
air-conditioning.
Welcome briefing upon arrival
We personally come to meet you at the start of your self-guided bicycle tour. We give you all the information materials plus your fully
equipped bicycle. We explain the navigation materials and how to
use the GPS console and mobile phone. You can also use this time
ask us any questions you have.

Detailed cycling maps
You will get a complete set of cycling maps with your specific route
highlighted. We use the best available topographical maps in terms
of accuracy. The scales are detailed at 1:50 000 or 1:75 000.

Quality bike rental
The bike you will be riding is a TREK. More detailed information on
page 8.

Town maps
For easy navigation in towns you get a set of maps of each overnight
town with the inbound and outbound route highlighted. The location of your accommodation is also marked.

Stand-by support
Stand-by support means that we lend you a mobile phone and provide
a contact person, one of us, for you to call in case of need. This is
a 24-hour service. Please feel free to call us for any reason.
Included in our self-guided tours:

Your navigation materials

• Accommodation in selected hotels and pensions
• Buffet breakfast
• Luggage transfer
• English route descriptions
• Detailed cycling maps
• Town maps
• Global Positioning System (GPS) console
• Transportation by car according to program
• Welcome briefing upon arrival
• Quality TREK bike rental
• Stand-by support (cellphone and contact person)

www.topbicycle.com
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Guided tours
Get a deeper understanding of the countries you travel through
with the expert assistance of our local guides. Even though you are
in a group we strive to provide an individual approach to each
participant. This means that if there are people who want to go
faster or do some extra miles, they can navigate using the maps,
GPS and route descriptions, while the guide remains with the main
group. This way you can do more to indulge your curiosity, needs
and wishes.

Guided tours include:
Professional bilingual guide
Our team of experienced guides is composed of only Englishspeaking, local guides. We don't hire students. The guides cycle
the whole distance with the group; they stay with the group from
breakfast to dinner. Read more about our guides on page 7.
Support van
The support van increases the comfort level on your guided bicycle tour. It is equipped with a bike trailer to transfer your bike.
You can use it to shorten your trip, or opt out of difficult sections
of the route if you so choose.
Accommodation in selected hotels and pensions
We prefer smaller, family-run hotels and pensions located in the
historical center of towns. We always try to arrange a good view
as well. All rooms are typically double occupancy with a private
bathroom. Single rooms are available on most trips for a supplement.
Buffet breakfast and dinner
A hearty yet healthy breakfast is essential for cyclists. Get some energy to burn and hydrate yourself properly for the day. A typical
buffet breakfast might consist of bread and rolls, cheese and ham,
jams and spreads, cereals and muesli, fruit and yoghurt; coffee, tea,
milk, and fruit juice.
We recommend sampling traditional specialties for dinner. The
guide eats with the group and can recommend a good dish. You’ll
dine at quality local restaurants along the way.
Luggage transfer
The support van also carries your luggage each day from starting
point to destination.
Quality bike rental
On your tour you will be riding a TREK bike. Our TREK 7300 FX hybrids are well suited to all of our routes. More detailed information
on page 8.
English route descriptions
Even though this is a guided tour, we provide you with detailed
route descriptions as an extra for your information. We write them
ourselves, meaning that we have actually covered every inch of the
trail, every bump on the route. The result is a clearly written set of
route descriptions that guide you, km by km, along the trail, and
supply you with further information as well (points of interest,
refreshments, etc.).
Detailed cycling maps
You will get a complete set of cycling maps with your specific route
highlighted. We use the best, most accurate topographical maps
by national map publishers. The scales are detailed at 1:50 000 or
1:75 000. Many are based on military maps.
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Town maps
For easy navigation in towns you get a set of maps of each
overnight town with the inbound and outbound route highlighted.
The location of your accommodation is also marked.
GPS navigation
Powerful and precise navigation is ensured by our GPS consoles.
As an individual or in a group (1 per group), you will get a Garmin
GPS console. We pre-program your route into them, and an arrow
points the way. The GPS can tell you of upcoming turns, and show
your speed and other data during the trip. This gives you greater
flexibility if you want to go faster than the group, or do something
on your own.
Special guided tours for your group at chateaux, castles, museums
and other select attractions
Entrance fees to selected points of interest where you have a tour
are included in the cost.
Special events, including wine tasting and picnics
Wine tasting and picnics are amongst the highlights of our guided
tours.

Included in our guided tours:
• Professional bilingual guide
• Accommodation in selected hotels and pensions
• Support van
• Buffet breakfast and dinner
• Luggage transfer
• English route descriptions
• Detailed cycling maps
• Town maps
• Global Positioning System (GPS) console
• Quality TREK bike rental
• Guided tours at chateaux, castles, museums
and other select attractions
• Special events, including wine tasting and picnics

O

Our guides
Guides are one of the most important parts of a guided tour. That
is why our guides are:
• Knowledgeable about the routes and points of interest on your
trip. They can present features of natural and cultural heritage
along the way (history, architecture, environment, politics, etc.).
• Bilingual – let our guides take care of the language and perhaps
even teach you a few words and phrases in their own language.

• Nationals of the countries they take you through. Our guides
can tell you about life in their countries, not from a textbook,
but from their own experience. They are the human element,
your link to the people and culture.
• Friendly and personable – the kind of people you would want to
have along on your vacation!
• Open to your feedback – they listen to your needs and wishes.

Some of the Topbicycle team

Laďa Ptáček

Barbora Hammond

Tomáš Staněk

Braňo Sibyla

Jano Roháč

Paľo Sibyla

Libor Šulák

Hana Loupová

Petr Antonín

Mirka Honsů

Richard Nebeský

Martin Kleinwächter

www.topbicycle.com
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Bikes and equipment

We use TREK bikes on our tours because we believe a quality tour
demands quality bikes. Our TREK 7300 FX hybrid bikes are a suitable choice for all of our routes. They combine aspects of road and
mountain bikes, being fast and capable of terrain that is more
rugged. Our road bikes and tandems are available upon request for
some tours. For families we provide children's bikes, a child trailer,
and Trail-Gator for smaller riders

We care about details and this is why we equip the bike for a longdistance trip. The 20 L panniers and the 7 L handlebar bag have
plenty of space for your daily cycling essentials. Monitor your km
covered with the cyclo-computer. For people who want to adjust
the bikes themselves we provide a set a repair tools. We include
a spare inner tube and pump in case of a flat. Water bottle, helmet,
and lock are also provided.

Our own expert mechanic cares for our fleet of TREK bikes. Every
bike is carefully checked and tuned up before it is ridden. We have
bike frames of all bike sizes. Let us know your height and we can
find a frame that fits you.

Even though you will not be riding your own bike, there are things
you can do to ensure a more familiar ride. Please feel free to bring
your own saddle or pedals. We will fit them to the bike for you.

Our bicycles are
equipped with:
• Handlebar bag
• Pannier bags
• Cyclo-computer
• Helmet
• Repair tools
• Puncture repair kit
• Inner tube
• Pump
• Water bottle
• Bicycle lock
• Mudguards
• Rear luggage rack
• Bar ends
• Bell
• Rear light
• Stand
• Toe clips
• Water bottle holder

TREK 7300 FX Hybrid Bicycle
The TREK 7300 FX bicycle is a high-quality hybrid recreational bicycle, with low profile wheels and fast tires. The Alpha Superlight aluminum frame is stronger and more rigid, allowing for greater power generation whilst riding. The riding position is comfortable:
upright enough to enjoy the scenery, but slightly forward to get up
some speed. The FX bicycle range is more comfortable, with front
fork suspension, designed for fitness and exercise in mind.
Gear components: Shimano Deore, 24 speed
Front fork suspension: RST CT FREE T4
• We have men's and women's frames in a size for you:
– Men's 17.5", 20", 22.5", 25"
– Women's 17", 20"
• For individual requests, we can fit our bicycles with high-quality
Selle Royal Lookin gel saddles.
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TREK 1500 Road Bike
We have available on request TREK 1500 road bikes, which can be
ridden on certain tours. These bikes have dropped handlebars and
narrow tires. They are lightweight and fast – perfect for racing
style bikers.

TREK 900 Tandem
Our TREK 900 tandem bicycle is sturdy, strong and comfortable. The
Alpha aluminum frame makes it light. Bontrager Comfort K tires
provide smooth rolling and easy braking, while the comfortable,
upright riding position allows you to enjoy the view. The tandem
bicycle comes with larger, 50-liter capacity panniers.

On the Amber Trail in Slovakia

www.topbicycle.com

9

CYCLING

Austria / Czech Republic

Greenways Vienna – Český Krumlov – Prague
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 243 km / 152 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Valtice Chateau

T
he Czech Greenways cultural trail is ideal for those who like history. This route
offers relaxed cycling days and includes the Lednice-Valtice Area, the ancient town
of Mikulov, Třeboň lakes and medieval Český Krumlov. Cycling in the Czech-Austrian border area that was cut off by the Iron Curtain for 40 years is a unique experience. Medieval castles, a varied landscape, fairytale chateaux, pristine countryside
with tiny, rustic villages and baroque towns, the best beer in the world, and safe back
roads with good surfaces for cycling make this tour a real bestseller. Cycling Czech
Greenways is a well-balanced vacation.

Town of Telč
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Remnants of the Iron Curtain in Čižov

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Lednice Chateau and park
• Follies between Valtice and Lednice
• Jewish cemetery in Mikulov
• Last remnant of Iron Curtain in Čižov
• Hardegg overlook
• Vranov Chateau overlooking the river
• Sgraffito houses in Slavonice
• Renaissance Square in Telč
• Castle in Jindřichův Hradec
• Lakes and wetlands around Třeboň
• Medieval town of Český Krumlov

Planning Your Trip

Town of Český Krumlov
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Vienna – Valtice
Arrive by train from Vienna to Břeclav where you meet
your contact person, who will drive you to your hotel
and introduce you to the program. You will get all necessary information materials. Overnight in Valtice.
>>> Day 2
Valtice – Lednice – Mikulov (30 km / 19 miles)
You will start your biking trip in the Lednice-Valtice
Area (UNESCO World Heritage Site), where you will ride
on forest and field trails. Two magnificent chateaux
grace the area, along with numerous 'follies', romantic
structures set in a harmonious way into the surrounding landscape. A paved road with little traffic then leads
you to Mikulov with its imposing castle, historic square,
the tomb of the Dietrichstein family, as well as the synagogue and Jewish cemetery, where the oldest tombstone dates back to 1605. Overnight in Mikulov.
>>> Day 3
Mikulov – Znojmo – Vranov nad Dyjí (42 km / 26 miles)
Morning transfer by car from Mikulov to Znojmo. Then
cycle through the Podyjí National Park with untouched
nature, beautiful views of the deep, forested river valley
and the last remnant of the Iron Curtain. Vranov Chateau,
perched high on a rock above the Dyje River, is another
highlight. Overnight in Vranov nad Dyjí.
>>> Day 4
Vranov nad Dyjí – Slavonice – Telč (46 km / 29 miles)
From Vranov skim the Austrian border to Slavonice,
a forgotten jewel with sgraffito houses. Then transfer by
local train to the town of Telč, listed as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site for its perfectly preserved Renaissance
town center. Overnight in Telč.

Reistna Colonnade in Valtice

>>> Day 5
Telč – Jindřichův Hradec (42 km / 26 miles)
Today you will cycle through the Czech-Moravian Highlands, through fields and forests. A unique stop on the
way is the memorial in Kostelní Myslová to Jewish
painter František Moritz Nagl, a local artist who died in
Auschwitz along with his family. Finish the day in the old
town of Jindřichův Hradec, containing the third biggest
castle complex in the Czech Republic.
Overnight in Jindřichův Hradec.
>>> Day 6
Jindřichův Hradec – Třeboň (30 km / 19 miles)
Take in the historic town and castle of Jindřichův Hradec,
then start through the mosaic of ponds, woods and
meadows of the Bohemia Lake District, to Třeboň, a medieval town whose walls are still largely intact. Enter the
historical center through a gate in the old fortifications
and across a moat, part of a unique water regulation system dating back to the 16th century. Overnight in Třeboň.
>>> Day 7
Třeboň – Český Krumlov (53 km / 33 miles)
The last day of cycling leads through hilly terrain to the
jewel of South Bohemia, the town of Český Krumlov
(UNESCO World Heritage Site), situated on the banks
of the meandering upper course of the Vltava River.
Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 8
Český Krumlov – Prague
Enjoy all that Český Krumlov has to offer within one day.
The old town preserves a virtually intact and unparalleled ensemble of Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque
structures. Late afternoon transfer by bus from Český
Krumlov to Prague.

Mikulov Chateau

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Pálava Wine Festival (September)
Znojmo Wine Festival (September)
Mikulov Guitar Festival (July)
Český Krumlov Five-petalled Rose
Festival (June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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Austria / Czech Republic

Czech Greenways Vienna – Prague
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 419 km / 262 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Červená Lhota Chateau

T

his version of Czech Greenways was the first long distance cycling trail through
the Czech Republic. Seasoned cyclists will enjoy riding the whole way from Vienna
to Prague. There is a great variety of landscapes along the route – from the warm,
winegrowing region of South Moravia, to the lush, forested Podyjí National Park, to
the Czech-Moravian highlands, the lakes surrounding Telč and the romantic countryside of the central Bohemia. Enjoy the numerous fairytale castles, chateaux, small historical towns on the trail. Add to this the best beer in the world in local pubs along
the trail and it is hard to find a route rivaling this one in Central Europe.

Greenways map
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Prague Charles Bridge
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Highlights
• Rotunda of St. Catherine in Znojmo
• Last remnant of Iron Curtain in Čižov
• Hardegg overlook
• Vranov Chateau overlooking the river
• Sgraffito houses in Slavonice
• Renaissance Square in Telč
• Castle in Jindřichův Hradec
• Červená Lhota Chateau
• Konopiště Chateau
• Průhonice park and gardens
• Old Town of Prague

Planning Your Trip

Chateau at Vranov nad Dyjí
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Vienna – Stockerau
After your arrival in Vienna, make your way individually
to Stockerau (car, train or 18 km by bike). We will meet
you at your hotel with the necessary materials and bikes.
Overnight in Stockerau.
>>> Day 2
Stockerau – Drnholec (64 km / 40 miles)
On the first day of the route you will follow the Leiserbergweg bike path to Ernstbrunn (Leiser Berge Natural
Park). After passing into the Czech Republic through the
border post at Laa an der Thaya, the South Moravian
lowland terrain is flat all the way to Drnholec.
Overnight in Drnholec.
>>> Day 3
Drnholec – Znojmo – Vranov nad Dyjí (79 km / 49 miles)
After breakfast cycle from Drnholec through Znojmo,
to Podyjí National Park with untouched nature, beautiful views of the deep, forested river valley and the
last remnant of the Iron Curtain. Another highlight is
Vranov Chateau, perched high on a rock above the Dyje
River. A shorter cycling option, with a car transfer from
Drnholec to Znojmo, is available (cycling 35 km / 22 miles).
Overnight in Vranov nad Dyjí.
>>> Day 4
Vranov nad Dyjí – Slavonice – Telč (76 km / 47 miles)
Cycle along the Austrian border to Slavonice, a forgotten jewel with sgraffito houses. Then cycle from Slavonice to Telč, which has a well-preserved Renaissance
town center listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
A shorter cycling option, with a train transfer from Slavonice to Telč, is available (cycling 48 km / 30 miles).
Overnight in Telč.

Hardegg Overlook

>>> Day 5
Telč – Jindřichův Hradec (42 km / 26 miles)
Today you will cycle through the Czech-Moravian Highlands, through fields and forests. A unique stop on the
way is the memorial in Kostelní Myslová to Jewish
painter Frantisek Moritz Nagl, a local artist who died in
Auschwitz along with his family. Finish the day in the old
town of Jindřichův Hradec, containing the third biggest
castle complex in the Czech Republic.
Overnight in Jindřichův Hradec.
>>> Day 6
Jindřichův Hradec – Tábor (52 km / 33 miles)
This route leads through a tapestry of woods and ponds
to Červená Lhota, with a beautiful little chateau built on
a rocky island in the middle of a pond. Afternoon arrival
in Tábor leaves plenty of time for a tour of this historic
town, founded by the Hussites. Overnight in Tábor.
>>> Day 7
Tábor – Benešov (69 km / 43 miles)
From Tábor, ride through a region of highlands with
woods and pastures, an area known as Czech Siberia for
its blustery winter weather and unspoiled environment.
There is a beautiful view of the River Lužnice from the
bridge in the town of Sedlec-Prčice. The highlight of this
day is a visit to the impressive chateau of Konopiště with
its large English park and Rose Garden.
Overnight in Benešov.
>>> Day 8
Benešov – Průhonice – Prague (37 km / 23 miles)
The final part of this bicycle tour takes you to Průhonice
with its Renaissance chateau and chateau park. Transfer
by car from Průhonice to the center of Prague, capital
city of the Czech Republic.

Renaissance Square in Telč

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Znojmo Wine Festival (September)
Tábor Medieval Festival (September)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Austria / Czech Republic

Heart of Europe Trail Salzburg – Prague
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 374 km / 234 miles. Trip rating: Moderate

City of Salzburg

S

tart out in Salzburg with the panorama of the Alps at your back, through the spectacular Salzkammergut, to medieval Český Krumlov. Then on to Prague, city of a thousand spires. Between them you will pass through country that epitomizes what most
people think of when they hear the word "Europe": small towns watched over by
ancient castles, deep green forests and rolling hills, little villages with church steeples
dotting the countryside. Enjoy an original Budweiser in České Budějovice, then go
with the flow of the Vltava River until you reach magnificent Prague. This trail has an
superb combination of landscape, chateaux, and three fabulous cities.

Hluboká Chateau

14

Orlík Chateau

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Town of Písek

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Historical town of Salzburg
• Salzkammergut Landscape
• Emperor's Villa in Bad Ischl
• Chateau Orth at Lake Traunsee
• Vyšší Brod Monastery
• Medieval town of Český Krumlov
• Zlatá Koruna Monastery
• Original Budweiser Beer
• Hluboká Tudor-Gothic Chateau
• Zvíkov Castle
• Orlík Chateau
• Ancient bridge in Písek
• Hořovice Chateau
• Karlštejn Castle
• Old Town of Prague

Salzkammergut

Planning Your Trip

ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Salzburg – St. Gilgen (45 km / 28 miles)
Start in Salzburg. This impressive town, situated on the
banks of the Salzach River, is where the composer Mozart
was born and raised. On this first day cycle along the
Mozart cycling path. This winds its way through beautiful
Alpine countryside, the Salzkammergut, along the Mondsee and Wolfgangsee lakes to St. Gilgen.
Overnight in St. Gilgen.
>>> Day 2
St. Gilgen – Gmunden – Linz (59 km / 37 miles)
Today you will cycle to Bad Ischl at the foot of the 1450 m
high Katrin Mountain. Here you can visit the Imperial
Villa, the summer residence of the Austrian Emperor.
Continue along the river Traun to Lake Traunsee where
you will see the major highlight of the day, chateau Orth,
situated on an island in the middle of the lake. Transfer
by train from Gmunden to Linz. Overnight in Linz.
>>> Day 3
Linz – Český Krumlov (47 km / 30 miles)
Cycle from the Danube River valley up into the hills that
form the border of the Czech Republic and Austria. In
Vyšší Brod is one of the most venerable monasteries
in the Czech Republic, built in the late 13th century.
Transfer by car from Vyšší Brod to Český Krumlov.
Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 4
Český Krumlov – Hluboká nad Vltavou (42 km / 26 miles)
Český Krumlov has an unparalleled medieval town center, and an ornate chateau and tower overlooking the
town. From here cycle to České Budějovice, home of
the real Budweiser beer where it has been brewed for
the past 700 years. Finish by cycling to Hluboká nad

Town of Český Krumlov

Vltavou. The Tudor Gothic chateau in Hluboká nad Vltavou is one of the most beautiful chateaux in Bohemia.
Overnight in Hluboká nad Vltavou.
>>> Day 5
Hluboká nad Vltavou – Písek (53 km / 33 miles)
Today you start out by cycling from Hluboká through
Týn nad Vltavou to the historical town of Písek. The oldest bridge in Bohemia, built in the 13th century (older
than Charles Bridge in Prague), crosses the river at Písek.
Overnight in Písek.
>>> Day 6
Písek – Příbram (69 km / 43 miles)
The highlight of this cycling day is Zvíkov Castle, on
a rocky hill overlooking the confluence of the Otava and
Vltava rivers. Next stop is Castle Orlík, on Orlík Reservoir.
At Vysoká u Příbramě there is the memorial to the Czech
composer Dvořák. Continue on to Příbram, which has
a longstanding legacy of mining. Silver, lead and other
metals were mined here from the 12th Century.
Overnight in Příbram.
>>> Day 7
Příbram – Prague (59 km / 37 miles)
The cycle from Příbram to Prague first takes you to the
town of Hořovice and its Baroque chateau, and then to
the Gothic castle of Karlštejn atop a wooded hill. This
sturdy castle, founded by Czech King and Holy Roman
Emperor Charles IV, once guarded the Czech crown
jewels. Overnight in Prague.
>>> Day 8
Prague
Prague is the "city of a thousand spires". The Charles
Bridge, the Old Town square and Prague Castle, the
largest castle complex in Europe, are great places to visit.

Karlštejn Castle

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to time
your tour to coincide with these events:
Český Krumlov Five-petalled Rose
Festival (June)
Písek Town Celebration (June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Czech Republic / Germany

Elbe River Trail from Prague to Dresden
7-day / 6-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 227 km / 141 miles. Trip rating: Easy.

Pravčická Gate – Bohemian Switzerland

O

n this riverside tour connecting the Czech Republic and Germany, you will cycle
between two European centers of cultural importance, following the Vltava and
Elbe Rivers. Marked cycling paths and paved backroads make this route easy. Start
by riding to Mělník, the center of winemaking in Bohemia. Continue by cycling
through fertile countryside, through Litoměřice with its Gothic houses. The most impressive part of the tour is the region called Bohemian and Saxon Switzerland, where
you bike along a steep-sided river valley with fantastic sandstone formations towering above. In Germany, the cycling trails are a joy to follow and lead you to Dresden.

Terezín Memorial
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Trail along Elbe River

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Saxon Switzerland

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Old Town of Prague
• Wine tasting in Mělník Chateau
• Vltava and Elbe River confluence
• Fortress town of Terezín
• Litoměřice Gothic houses
• Chateau Rose Garden in Děčín
• Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland
• Pravčická Gate rock arch
• The Historical Center of Dresden

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Cycling into Dresden
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Arrival in Prague
Enjoy the sites of Prague on your first day: Old Town
Square, Prague Castle, Charles Bridge, the Jewish
Quarter and Wenceslas Square. At the hotel you will
be met by your tour coordinator, who will introduce
you to the program, and give you all the information
materials.
Overnight in Prague.
>>> Day 2
Prague – Mělník (59 km / 37 miles)
Leave Prague behind as you cycle along the river Vltava – the longest river in the Czech Republic. After passing the chateau of Trója, the landscape changes with
more and more vineyards appearing. Pass Nelahozeves
where the famous Czech composer Antonín Dvořák
lived. The destination town of Mělník is the center of
Bohemian wine growing, and it is worth tasting the local wine in the chateau cellar. Mělník's Renaissance
palace looks out over the confluence of the Vltava with
the Elbe. The view goes down well with the wine...
Overnight in Mělník.
>>> Day 3
Mělník – Litoměřice (47 km / 29 miles)
Today's stage takes you from Mělník through Roudnice nad Labem and Liběchov, with its incredible palace
and gardens. The next stop is Terezín, an 18th century
fortress town, used a holding area and ghetto for Jews
and other Nazi prisoners en route to extermination
camps during WWII. From here it is a short ride to historical Litoměřice, which contains superb architecture
and is the main town of the region.
Overnight in Litoměřice.

>>> Day 4
Litoměřice – Děčín (51 km / 32 miles)
As you cycle along the river valley, be sure to look out for
the ruins of Střekov Castle high above the river; then ride
on to the town of Ústí nad Labem. Today's route ends
in Děčín, before the frontier with Germany, and the
sandstone rock outcrops of the Bohemian Switzerland
area. Overnight in Děčín.
>>> Day 5
Děčín – Bad Schandau (25 km / 15 miles)
Today is an easy day in terms of length. You will cycle
to the German border and on to Bad Schandau through
the region known as the Bohemian / Saxon Switzerland,
with its forested river valley and incredible sandstone
formations. In the border town of Hřensko, take a short
walking detour to Pravčická Gate, the largest natural
rock arch in Central Europe.
Overnight in Bad Schandau.
>>> Day 6
Bad Schandau – Dresden (45 km / 28 miles)
Continue on through the sandstone formations of Saxon
Switzerland. As you journey along the Elbe River valley
you will pass the impressive Bastei fortification high
above the town of Rathen. Biking on smooth cycling
paths along the banks of the river to Dresden, rounds
off this tour perfectly.
Overnight in Dresden.
>>> Day 7
Dresden
Sightseeing is recommended in Dresden this day. No
visitor to Dresden should miss the Zwinger Pavilion, the
Frauenkirche Church, the Semper Opera House as well
as the Royal Palace.

Chateau Wackerbarth – garden and vineyards

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Prague Spring Music Festival
(May / June)
Melnik Wine Festival (September)
Dresden Music Festival (May / June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Czech Republic

Czech Gothic Trail Brno – Prague
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 355 km / 222 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Cathedral of St. Barbora in Kutná Hora

T
he Czech Republic has the largest concentration of castles and chateaux per square
kilometer in Europe. Ride past royal residences, precious churches and traditional,
vernacular buildings. Pernštejn is one of the most beautiful medieval castles in the
country. The Church of St. Barbora is a jewel of Late Gothic architecture. The Church
of St. John of Nepomuk (Gothic/Baroque) is the masterwork of its architect, Giovanni
Santini. The villages of Hlinsko and Veselý Kopec are built in the style known as Rustic
Baroque, harkening back to the traditional life of people in this region. Finish in
Prague – the city of a thousand spires.

Pernštejn Castle

18

Špilberk Castle in Brno

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Church of St. Jacob in Brno
• Pernštejn Castle
• Walled town of Polička
• Picture gallery of Antonín Chitussi
• Ossuary in Kutná Hora – Sedlec
• Cathedral of St. Barbora in Kutná Hora
• Church of St. John of Nepomuk
• Český Šternberk – Gothic Castle

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Church of St. John of Nepomuk at Zelená Hora
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Brno – Bystřice nad Pernštejnem (56 km / 35 miles)
Start in Brno the capital of Moravia. The first highlight
is Pernštejn castle, one of the historical gems of the
Czech Republic. Although it dates from the 13th century,
it is very well preserved because it was never conquered
or damaged by combat.
Overnight in Bystřice nad Pernštejnem.
>>> Day 2
Bystřice nad Pernštejnem – Polička (46 km / 29 miles)
Today's route takes you through the Ždárské Hills Protected Landscape Area to the charming town of Polička. The historical town center is surrounded by a defense
wall (length 1220 m), one of the best-preserved in Central Europe. A delightful walk along a reconstructed part
of the wall allows superb views of the nearest castle
Svojanov. Overnight in Polička.
>>> Day 3
Polička – Žžďár nad Sázavou (38 km / 24 miles)
Leading through the hilly terrain of the Czech-Moravian
Highlands, today's route brings you to Žďár nad Sázavou. Nearby on Zelená Hora (Green Mountain) there is
the unique church of St. John of Nepomuk (UNESCO
World Heritage Site). This Gothic-Baroque structure is
the masterwork of architect Giovanni Santini.
Overnight in Žďár nad Sázavou.
>>> Day 4
Žžďár nad Sázavou – Hlinsko (32 km / 20 miles)
This stage of the route is the shortest and goes through
hilly landscape to Hlinsko. In the town of Hlinsko there
is a unique collection of folk houses called Betlém. Their
timberwork is typical of the craftsmanship so much a
part of traditional life in the region. Overnight in Hlinsko.

Town of Polička

>>> Day 5
Hlinsko – Seč (39 km / 25 miles)
The trail leads around the outdoor museum of Veselý
Kopec, housing the largest collection of folk buildings in
East Bohemia, then onward, through the Železné Mountains Protected Landscape Area, to town of Seč.
Overnight in Seč.
>>> Day 6
Seč – Kutná Hora (45 km / 28 miles)
Today's route goes through the village of Ronov nad
Doubravou, placed in the magical landscape between
the Železné Mountains and the river Doubrava. The picture gallery of Antonin Chitussi, a Czech painter and
local resident, is located in the village. Continue on to
the medieval silver mining town of Kutná Hora, with its
Cathedral of St. Barbora, a jewel of the late Gothic period. Overnight in Kutná Hora.
>>> Day 7
Kutná Hora – Český Šternberk (45 km / 28 miles)
After sightseeing in Kutná Hora you continue along
the cycle route by the river Sázava, which takes you to
the town of Český Šternberk with its forbidding castle.
Perched on a rocky outcrop, this castle has a wonderful
view over the romantic river valley.
Overnight in Český Šternberk.
>>> Day 8
Český Šternberk – Týnec nad Sázavou (54 km / 34 miles)
The last day on the cycle route takes you along the river
Sázava to Týnec nad Sázavou, a popular canoeing spot.
Steadfast cyclists can continue on to Průhonice (38 km /
23 miles) with its chateau and beautiful botanical park;
or you can be transported by car from Týnec nad Sázavou to Prague.

Český Šternberk Castle

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Kutná Hora Royal Silver Festival (June)
Brno Moravian Autumn
(September / October)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Czech Republic

Moravian Trail Mikulov – Rožnov
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 274 km / 170 miles. Trip rating: Moderate to Challenging.

Wine-growing countryside around Mikulov

T
he land of Moravia includes most of the Eastern part of the Czech Republic. This
tour will take you through countryside beloved by Moravians and indeed all Czechs.
Start with easy cycling South Moravia and taste the local wine in wine cellars. These
are so numerous that they form entire streets in some villages. From the town of
Uherské Hradiště continue into the hills of the White Carpathians. Enjoy the rustic
countryside of highland villages and sheep pastures. Finish with a well-deserved
beer in the town of Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, in the Beskydy Mountains. The unique
outdoor museum here presents traditional crafts.

Buchlovice Chateau

20

Valtice Chateau

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Typical wine cellers

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Ancient town of Mikulov
• Lednice and Valtice Area
• National Wine Salon in Valtice
• Milotice Chateau
• Buchlov Castle
• Velehrad Monastery
• Kroměříž Chateau gallery and gardens
• Jewish synagogue in Holešov
• Rožnov outdoor museum
• Beskydy Mountains

Planning Your Trip

Kroměříž Chateau Gardens
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Mikulov
Arrival at Břeclav train station. Here you will meet your
contact person and will be transferred to Mikulov. Sightsee around this historic town famous for its longstanding connection to winemaking and its Jewish synagogue
and old cemetery. Overnight in Mikulov.
>>> Day 2
Mikulov – Lednice – Čejkovice (57 km / 36 miles)
The first day on the cycle route takes you to Valtice with
its renowned Baroque chateau. Continue to the fairytale,
neo-Gothic chateau in Lednice with its outstanding park
and greenhouse. Finish the day in Čejkovice with accommodation at the chateau. Overnight in Čejkovice.
>>> Day 3
Čejkovice – Kyjov (35 km / 22 miles)
Today cycle through the fertile, wine-growing landscape
to Milotice and its Baroque chateau, and French-style
gardens with water lily ponds. The last, short part of the
route goes straight to Kyjov. Overnight in Kyjov.
>>> Day 4
Kyjov – Uherské Hradiště (53 km / 33 miles)
Today you will cycle through the Chřiby Hills, riding uphill
to the Gothic castle at Buchlov. Next comes Buchlovice
with its impressive, Renaissance chateau and the trail
leads you further on to the village of Tupesy famed for
its ceramic studio. The last stop before Uherské Hradiště
is Velehrad, an attractive town with a basilica and
a monastery. Overnight in Uherské Hradiště.
>>> Day 5
Uherské Hradistě – Kroměříž (40 km / 25 miles)
The route from Uherské Hradiště goes along the river Morava, to the town of Kroměříž. The outstanding Kroměříž

Moravian Wine Trails

chateau gardens are on the UNESCO World Heritage
Site list. The chateau itself holds a valuable collection of
European paintings from the 15th – 18th centuries (Tizian,
Dürer and Rubens). Overnight in Kroměříž.
>>> Day 6
Kroměříž – Vsetín (61 km / 38 miles)
The long route makes this day demanding and it is possible to shorten the journey by car by 18 km and start
in Holešov. Holešov contains many interesting Jewish
monuments, including synagogue and cemetery. The cycling to Vsetín is uphill to the upper pass of the Beskydy Mountains. Overnight in Vsetín.
>>> Day 7
Vsetín – Rožnov pod Radhoštěm (28 km / 18 miles)
The last day of your route is short but demanding. The
first 14 km lead up Ptáčnice hill (815 m) but after that
the trail is downhill all the way to Rožnov pod Radhoštěm. Rožnov lies at the foot of the magnificent Beskydy mountain Radhošť, and is known for its outdoor
museum of Wallachian architecture.
Overnight in Rožnov pod Radhoštěm.
>>> Day 8
Rožnov pod Radhoštěm – Beskydy Mountains
This last day you have several opportunities – visiting
the outdoor museum of Wallachian architecture, or
hiking up to the peak of Radhošť, the most famous peak
in the Beskydy Mountains (1129 m). On the way you will
pass a wooden effigy of the pagan god and mountain
spirit called Radegast, sculptures of Cyril and Methodius and a small wooden chapel. For dedicated cyclists,
the ideal program is a ride to Pustevny, a popular village with its collection of wooden structures by the architect Dušan Jurkovič.

Synagogue in Holešov

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Pálava Wine Festival (September)
Mikulov International Guitar Festival
(July)
Folklore Festival in Rožnov (June, July)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Czech Republic

Šumava Mountains Trail
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip from Domažlice to Český Krumlov. Length: 257 km / 160 miles. Trip rating: Challenging.

Black Lake in Šumava Mountains

Š

umava is the Czech Republic's largest National Park and receives the highest degree of nature protection. Small paved roads allow you to cycle in this area without a
mountain bike. This route is challenging, but the length of the daily cycling is kept
short. Dense forests, cool mountain springs, and sweeping vistas are all part Šumava's
natural beauty. This route is ideal for nature enthusiasts, and is also well balanced by
the cultural treasures of the towns: Vyšší Brod, Rožmberk and Český Krumlov. Coming
down from hills you join the Vltava river and pass Lipno Reservoir. Finish in the fairytale medieval town of Český Krumlov.

Vyšší Brod Monastery

22

Šumava National Park

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Leaning tower in Domažlice
• Nature of Šumava National Park
• 25 km downhill ride to Lenora
• Cistercian monastery in Vyšší Brod
• Lipno Lake
• Rožmberk Castle
• Baroque theatre in Český Krumlov

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Baroque Theatre in Český Krumlov Chateau
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Domažlice
Arrival at Domažlice and sightseeing around the town
with its protected monument reserve. The most popular
attractions are Chodský Castle, and gothic Church of the
Nativity of the Virgin from the 13th century with a 56 m
high tower that leans 190 cm from the vertical axis.
Overnight in Domažlice.
>>> Day 2
Domažlice – Nýrsko (35 km / 22 miles)
The first day of cycling takes you to Nýrsko. Here is it
possible to include a longer variant of the tour with a trip
to the Bavarian town of Fürth im Wald (57 km / 35 miles),
with its famous annual festival of the "Slaying the
Dragon". The reenactment of a traditional 1000-year-old
local legend consists of a Dragon show and a parade of
1400 people in traditional costume with 200 horses.
Overnight in Nýrsko.
>>> Day 3
Nýrsko – Srní (55 km / 34 miles)
Passing through the popular recreational area of Železná Ruda in central Šumava you can view the Baroque
church of the Virgin Mary with its tower and onion
dome. You will finish in the village of Srní with a superb
view of the Vydra River valley. Overnight in Srní.
>>> Day 4
Srní – Lenora (42 km / 26 miles)
Today's route is the most demanding in terms of hills.
From the village of Srní the route leads uphill (16 km)
to the village of Kvilda – highest point of the Šumava
Mountain Trail (1147 m). The reward for this long climb
is a 25 km downhill stretch all the way to Lenora in the
Vltava river valley. Overnight in Lenora.

Rožmberk Castle

>>> Day 5
Lenora – Horní Planá (41 km / 26 miles)
Travelling along the Vltava River, you reach Lipno
Reservoir. Follow the left side of the reservoir past the
village Nová Pec to Horní Planá. The profile of the route
has a more difficult ascent to Český Žleb; after this the
ascent is easier to Horní Planá. Overnight in Horní Planá.
>>> Day 6
Horní Planá – Vyšší Brod (48 km / 30 miles)
Today you go through easy terrain (only one large ascent
after Frymburk) to Vyšší Brod. Here is one of the oldest
monasteries in the Czech Republic, built in the second
half of the 13th century. This monastery area is well preserved, perched on a rocky outcrop on the western side
of the Vltava. In history it was protected by a defense
wall with cylindrical towers, of which only the north and
east parts survive today. Overnight in Vyšší Brod.
>>> Day 7
Vyšší Brod – Rožmberk – Český Krumlov (36 km / 23 miles)
The last day’s cycling leads through Rožmberk, with its
majestic castle directly overlooking the Vltava River valley, to Český Krumlov, the jewel of South Bohemia. This
UNESCO World Heritage Site is situated high above the
banks of the meandering upper course of the Vltava
River. Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 8
Český Krumlov
Sightseeing in Český Krumlov. This old town preserves,
virtually intact, an unparalleled ensemble of Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque structures. Among the attractions are the second largest castle complex in the Czech
Republic, and the oldest working Baroque theatre in
Europe.

Český Krumlov Chateau

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Slaying the Dragon Festival in Fürth
im Wald (August)
Five-petalled Rose Festival in Český
Krumlov (June)
International Music Festival in Český
Krumlov (July / August)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Czech Republic

From Moravia to Bohemia
9-day / 8-night, self-guided or guided trip from Mikulov to Hradec Králové. Length: 345 km / 216 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Town of Mikulov

S

tart your cycling in South Moravia in historical Mikulov, and ride on through the
breathtaking Lednice-Valtice Area, to the area around the town of Slavkov (also
known as Austerlitz). Here, in 1805, the outnumbered troops of Emperor Napoleon
of France were victorious against the combined armies of Austria and Russia. After
Austerlitz, continue to the region called the Moravian Karst and its incredible cave systems. The next destination is the charming town of Litomyšl, home of legendary Czech
composer Bedřich Smetana. Finish in Hradec Králové, the main town of East Bohemia,
traditionally the seat of the Czech queens.

Jewish Cemetery in Mikulov
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Lednice Chateau

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Austerlitz Memorial

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Ancient town of Mikulov
• Lednice – Valtice Area
• Čejkovice Chateau, hotel
• Milotice Chateau and park
• Battle of Austerlitz Memorial
• Moravian Karst cave systems
• Portmoneum in Litomyšl
• Litomyšl Chateau Arcades
• Regional Museum in Hradec Králové

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Litomyšl Chateau
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Mikulov
Arrival at Břeclav train station. Here you will meet your
contact person and will be transferred to Mikulov. Sightsee around this historical town famous for its longstanding connection to winemaking and its Jewish synagogue
and old cemetery. Overnight in Mikulov.
>>> Day 2
Mikulov – Lednice – Čejkovice (57 km / 36 miles)
The first day on the cycle route takes you to Valtice with
its renowned Baroque chateau (in its cellars the National
Wine Salon serves only the very best wines in the Czech
Republic). Continue to the fairytale, neo-Gothic chateau
in Lednice with its outstanding park and greenhouse.
Finish the day in Čejkovice with accommodation at the
chateau. Overnight in Čejkovice.
>>> Day 3
Čejkovice – Kyjov (35 km / 22 miles)
Today cycle through the fertile, wine-growing landscape
to Milotice and its Baroque chateau, and French-style
gardens with water lily ponds. The last, short part of the
route goes straight to Kyjov. Overnight in Kyjov.
>>> Day 4
Kyjov – Slavkov (42 km / 27 miles)
The hills of the Ždánický forest are the main feature of
today’s route from Kyjov to Slavkov. On December 2
1805 the Battle of Austerlitz was fought nearby between
the French army lead by Napoleon and the allied armies
of Austria and Russia. Overnight in Slavkov.
>>> Day 5
Slavkov – Moravian Karst (50 km / 32 miles)
The main highlight of today is the famous cave system, the Moravian Karst. Journey down the underground

Napoleon Days in Slavkov

river Punkva to the deepest Czech abyss called Macocha
(depth 187,5 m). Overnight in the Moravian Karst area.
>>> Day 6
Moravian Karst – Moravská Třebová (62 km / 38 miles)
Although today’s stage is a long one, the trip from Moravian Karst to Moravská Třebová leads mostly downhill. The chateau gate in Moravská Trebova is the oldest,
Renaissance monument north of the Alps – from 1492.
Overnight in Moravská Třebová.
>>> Day 7
Moravská Třebová – Litomyšl (36 km / 23 miles)
Today's short stage is designed to allow you more time
to explore the charming town of Litomyšl. Litomyšl contains one of the most famous Renaissance monuments
in the Czech Republic, Litomyšl Chateau with its arcades.
Also visit the Portmoneum – the museum of Josef
Váchal, a painter, graphic artist and writer whose interest
in philosophy, religious icons, theology and demonology
makes this museum a wonderfully bizarre experience.
Overnight in Litomyšl.
>>> Day 8
Litomyšl – Hradec Králové (63 km / 39 miles)
On this last day the cycle route passes through Choceň,
Vysoké Mýto and Třebechovice pod Orebem, a town
known for its museum of over 400 Nativity scenes. Finish
in Hradec Králové, which traditionally belonged to the
Czech queens.
Overnight in Hradec Králové.
>>> Day 9
Hradec Králové
Sightseeing in Hradec Králové. At the beginning of the
20th century, the best Czech architects turned the city
into a showcase of modern architecture.

Třebechovice Nativity Scene

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Napoleon Days in Slavkov (August)
Pálava Wine Festival (September)
Mikulov Guitar Festival (July)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Austria / Czech Republic / Poland

Amber Trail Vienna – Krakow
10-day / 9-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 447 km / 280 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Town of Štramberk

T

his tour connects three countries, Austria, the Czech Republic and Poland, and follows the ancient amber trading routes. Cycle through the winegrowing landscape
of South Moravia, then on to the Moravian Karst, through steep-sided valleys riddled
with the most beautiful caves in the Czech Republic. From here cycle to Olomouc,
with its outstanding architectural legacy. Ride past Hukvaldy, the birthplace of Moravian composer Leoš Janáček. Skirting the Beskydy Mountains you will get some fantastic views of the rolling countryside. Crossing the border into Poland, the road takes
you to the town of Oświęcim (Auschwitz), and finally to the royal city of Krakow.

Brno Cathedral
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Olomouc Holy Hill

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Villa Tugendhat in Brno
• Moravian Karst cave system
• Macocha abyss
• Olomouc town center
• Helfštýn Castle
• Štramberk Tower
• Ruined castle at Hukvaldy
• Outdoor museum at Babice
• Royal city of Krakow

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Helfštýn Castle
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Vienna – Drnholec (64 km / 40 miles)
On the first day of the route you will follow the Leiserbergweg bike path to the Czech Republic border at Laa
an der Thaya. After that, the Moravian lowland is flat all
the way to Drnholec. Overnight in Drnholec.
>>> Day 2
Drnholec – Brno (55 km / 35 miles)
Cycle through the wine-making region of South Moravia, the Pálava Hills serving as the main landmark
during the trip. Finish in Brno, the capital of Moravia.
Overnight in Brno.
>>> Day 3
Brno – Moravian Karst (45 km / 28 miles)
The main highlight of today is the famous cave system, the Moravian Karst. Journey down the underground river Punkva to the deepest Czech abyss called
Macocha (depth 187,5 m). Overnight in the Moravian
Karst area.
>>> Day 4
Moravian Karst – Olomouc (63 km / 39 miles)
This part of the trip is the most demanding not only in
length, but also due to the hills of the Drahan Highlands.
Through Prostějov you get to the historical town of Olomouc. The Přemysl Palace and St. Wenceslas Cathedral
are worth seeing, likewise the Trinity Column on the
town square. Overnight in Olomouc.
>>> Day 5
Olomouc – Teplice nad Bečvou (48 km / 30 miles)
This day brings you to Přerov, and on to the imposing
Helfštýn Castle. After the uphill journey to Helfštýn ride
on to the spa town of Teplice nad Bečvou.
Overnight in Teplice nad Bečvou.

Moravian Karst Caves

>>> Day 6
Teplice nad Bečvou – Štramberk (41 km / 25 miles)
Today’s destination is Štramberk, a small town especially
famous for its Gothic tower. Remember to taste the local
speciality, the so-called Štramberk ears!
Overnight in Štramberk.
>>> Day 7
Štramberk – Český Těšín / Cieszyn (62 km / 38 miles)
Continue on to Kopřivnice, and visit the technical museum of the Czech car maker Tatra. Another delightful
stop on the route is Hukvaldy, birthplace of composer
Leoš Janáček. Finally ride to Těšín, where the Czech –
Polish border separates Český Těšín and Polish Cieszyn.
Overnight in Těšín / Cieszyn.
>>> Day 8
Český Těšín / Cieszyn – Jasienica (42 km / 26 miles)
The cycle route on the Polish side leads through farmland and forests to Jasienica. Transfer by car from Jasienica
to Oświęcim (Auschwitz), where you can visit the infamous WWII concentration camp.
Overnight in Oświęcim.
>>> Day 9
Cycling Oświęcim – Babice – Krakow (27 km / 17 miles)
This short day ends in Babice at an interesting outdoor
museum of traditional Polish architecture and crafts.
Transfer by car from Babice to Krakow.
Overnight in Krakow.
>>> Day 10
Krakow
In Krakow you will probably want to spend more than
just one day. Wawel Castle, the Old Market Square, the
Kazimierz Jewish Quarter, the town walls and Royal Way
are some of the many things to see in this royal city.

Cycling through the vineyards

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Brno Moravian Autumn Music Festival
(September)
Janáček's Hukvaldy International Music
Festival (July/August)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Hungary / Slovakia / Poland

Amber Trail Budapest – Krakow
9-day / 8-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 307 km / 192 miles. Trip rating: Challenging.

Liptov Area

T

hroughout history people traded amber along this route, connecting Hungary,
Slovakia, and Poland. Ride from the artist's town of Szentendre following the Danube
Bend to Banská Štiavnica, an ancient mining town in the hills. Here the cycling gets
more challenging, crossing the Low Tatras. Your reward is the superb panorama of the
Slovakian countryside dotted with traditional mountain villages, meadows and pastures.
You will see traditional crafts, such as carpets being made by hand in the village of
Malatiná. Crossing into Poland you will visit the pilgrimage site of Kalwaria Zebrzydowska. Finish in Krakow, rivaling Prague with its historical monuments.

City of Budapest
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In the Slovak Hills

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Town of Banská Štiavnica

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Picturesque town of Szentendre
• Magnificent Danube Bend
• Visegrad Castle
• Esztergom Cathedral
• Old town of Banská Štiavnica
• Traditional village of Vlkolinec
• Wooden Church in Leštiny
• Hand-made rugs in Malatiná
• Kalwaria Zebrzydowska pilgrimage site
• Krakow Amber Market

Planning Your Trip

Traditional timber houses in Vlkolinec
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Budapest – Szentendre
Arrival in Budapest and own transfer to Szentendre
(12 miles) with its unique atmosphere, two dozen museums, seven churches, 13 galleries, and countless cafés
and pubs. Overnight in Szentendre.
>>> Day 2
Szentendre – Esztergom (51 km / 32 miles)
Bike along the Danube to Lenyefalu where you will cycle
the whole length of Szentendre Island before cycling
to Visegrad and finally to Esztergom. This town was the
historic seat of the Hungarian bishops and has a massive cathedral. Overnight in Esztergom.
>>> Day 3
Esztergom / Štúrovo – Dudince (59 km / 36 miles)
Cross the Danube from Esztergom to Štúrovo and into
Slovakia. This easy route leads through rolling fields and
woods to the spa town of Dudince where there is a set
of Roman bathtubs, carved out of the travertine rock.
Overnight in Dudince.
>>> Day 4
Dudince – Banská Štiavnica (40 km / 25 miles)
The challenging part of the trip starts here when biking
into the Štiavnické Hills. Banská Štiavnica, with its ancient legacy of mining, is one of the best stops along the
whole Amber Trail. Overnight in Banská Štiavnica.
>>> Day 5
Banská Štiavnica – Kremnica – Banská Bystrica
(37 km / 23 miles)
Today is one of the more challenging days (two long
climbs) as you cycle to Kremnica. This town is in one of
the prettiest locations in Slovakia, in a valley surrounded
by 7 peaks. Transfer by car from Kremnica to Banská

Sucha Beskidzka Hotel

Bystrica, with a stop to see the wooden church in Hronsek. Overnight in Banská Bystrica.
>>> Day 6
Banská Bystrica – Liptovská Osada – Liptovský Mikuláš
(44 km / 28 miles)
Transfer from Banská Bystrica to Liptovská Osada. Stop
in the village of Vlkolinec, containing the most complete
collection of traditional architecture in Slovakia. After
climbing up from Liptovská Osada, you come to the
challenging biking terrain of the Low Tatras. Start by
conquering a 7-mile ascent and catch a great view at
the top. Finish in historical Liptovský Mikuláš.
Overnight in Liptovský Mikuláš.
>>> Day 7
Liptovský Mikuláš – Dolný Kubin (47 km / 29 miles)
Cycle through the Chočské and Oravské Hills, one of the
prettiest segments of the whole route. In the village of
Malatiná, you can watch rugs being hand-made on an
original wooden loom. In the village of Leštiny there is
a rare wooden church built without a single nail. Evening
transfer to Sucha Beskidzka, Poland.
Overnight in Sucha Beskidzka.
>>> Day 8
Sucha Beskidzka – Krakow (29 km / 18 miles)
The main highlight today is Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, an
imposing Bernadine monastery. Transfer by car from Kalwaria Zebrzydowska to Krakow. Overnight in Krakow.
>>> Day 9
Krakow
In Krakow you will probably want to spend more than
just one day. Wawel Castle, the Old Market Square, the
Kazimierz Jewish Quarter, the town walls and Royal Way
are some of the many things to see in this royal city.

Danube Ferry Crossing

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Banská Štiavnica Festival of Crafts
and Entertainment (May)
Salamander Days in Banská Štiavnice
(September)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Slovakia

Romantic Slovakia
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip from Bratislava to Banská Štiavnica. Length: 300 km / 188 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

Bojnice Chateau

S
lovakia is an ideal country for cycling. It has a dense network of paved backroads
largely undiscovered by cyclists. This route contains a well-balanced mix of Slovakia's
breath-taking natural beauty and immense cultural heritage. You will first cycle along
the Váh River, and then the forested Štiavnické Hills. Visit Piešťany, the most famous
spa town in Slovakia, and the romantic chateau in Bojnice. Another imposing castle
towers over the historical town square in the Slovak town of Trenčín. Stay in Kremnica
and Banská Štiavnica, two mining towns in the hills. Banská Štiavnica has a wealth of
Renaissance palaces, 16th century churches, elegant squares and castles.

Highland Villages
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Banská Štiavnica

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Typical Slovak Cuisine

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Old Town of Bratislava
• Piešťžany Spa
• Beckov Ruined Castle
• Trenčín Castle
• Bojnice Chateau
• Kremnica Mining Museum
• Historical town of Banská Štiavnica
• Thermal Cave Spa in Sklené Teplice

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Trenčín Castle
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Bratislava
Arrival in Bratislava, capital of Slovakia, with its massive castle, St. Martin's Cathedral, The Old Town Hall,
The Primate's Palace, and Grassalkovich Palace.
Overnight in Bratislava.
>>> Day 2
Bratislava – Trnava (55 km / 35 miles)
The first day on the cycling route is fairly easy in terms
of elevation and leads straight to the town of Trnava,
the oldest royal town in Slovakia. Its past wealth is reflected in its fortifications and rich assortment of monuments – 8 churches, 2 synagogues and many old town
houses. There is a superb view from the town tower, used
as a lookout when the town was threatened with invasion by the Turks.
Overnight in Trnava.
>>> Day 3
Trnava – Piešťžany (41 km / 26 miles)
Today's route begins on level terrain which turns into
rolling hillsides around the most famous Slovakian spa
town of Piešťany. Piešťany was founded in 1889 in the
picturesque valley of the river Váh. The spa is renowned
for successful treatment of arthritis. Piešťany offers
beautiful parks, sport facilities, a summer music festival,
year-round live entertainment and shopping.
Overnight in Piešťany.
>>> Day 4
Piešťžany – Trenčín (45 km / 28 miles)
Today you will be going to Beckov with its towering castle ruin, and from here along the Váh River to Trenčín.
The majestic castle above the city is an impressive sight.
Overnight in Trenčín.

Town of Kremnica

>>> Day 5
Trenčín – Bojnice (65 km / 40 miles)
This is the most demanding day in terms of uphill cycling,
with a climb up Homolka Mountain (1600 m). However
the terrain after this is easier with just one hill before arriving at the town of Bojnice. Optional transfer by car to
the top of Homolka from Trenčín. Bojnice is one of the
most romantic chateaux in Central Europe.
Overnight in Bojnice.
>>> Day 6
Bojnice – Kremnica (49 km / 31 miles)
This stage of the trail brings you from Bojnice to the town
of Kremnica, a mining town in the Middle Ages. The gold
and silver production is presented in a local museum.
The sloping regular square with the Holy Trinity Plague
Column affords a view of the imposing castle. History
lovers can choose from several museums, and the Franciscan church with its lovely interior. Overnight in Kremnica.
>>> Day 7
Kremnica – Banská Štiavnica (45 km/ 28 km)
On the last day there is no rest for the cyclist in you,
with two more demanding ascents – one just after
Kremnica and the other just before Banská Štiavnica.
The reward is one of the most remarkable historical
towns in Slovakia. Learn more about the heritage of the
town by visiting the medieval silver mine that was the
source of the town’s wealth. For its history, atmosphere
and situation, Banská Štiavnica is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Overnight in Banská Štiavnica.
>>> Day 8
Banská Štiavnica
Sightseeing tour of Banská Štiavnica, with possible visit
to the spa of Sklené Teplice, and a bath in a thermal cave.

Cycling in Slovak Nature

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Music Festival of Bratislava
(September-October)
Dobrofest Trnava (June)
Banska Stiavnica Festival of Crafts and
Entertainment (May)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Slovakia

From the Danube to the Tatra Mountains
9-day / 8-night, self-guided or guided trip from Bratislava to Dolný Kubín. Length: 406 km / 254 miles. Trip rating: Moderate to Challenging.

Cathedral in Esztergom

T

his route leads from the stately waters of the mighty Danube River to the pure
mountain springs of the Tatras. The Hungarian influence is very strong in this part of
Slovakia. For many riverside Slovak towns with their large ethnic Hungarian populations, Hungarian is the language of choice. You will ride along the Slovak side of the
Danube to the town of Štúrovo. From here, cycle from lowland farms of the Danube
Valley to the highland pastures of the Tatra Mountains. You can still watch carpets
being made by hand in the mountain village of Malatiná, and admire the wooden
churches in Leštiny and Hronsek, built without a single nail.

Liptov Hills
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Slovak Folklore

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Banská Štiavnica

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Danube River
• Old Town of Bratislava
• Cathedral in Esztergom
• Old Town of Banská Štiavnica
• Liptov landscape
• Hand-made rugs in Malatiná
• Wooden Church in Leštiny
• Traditional village of Vlkolinec

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Low Tatras panorama
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Bratislava – Velký Meder (69 km / 43 miles)
The first day takes you from the capital city of Bratislava
with its Old Town along the Danube river valley to the
spa town of Velký Meder. Overnight in Velký Meder.
>>> Day 2
Velký Meder – Komárno (46 km / 29 miles)
Continue cycling along the Slovak side of the Danube
with Hungary to your right on the southern bank. Today’s
stage is an easy ride, going with the flow of the river. The
destination is the town of Komárno, at the confluence of
the rivers Danube and Váh. Its Hungarian counterpart
town, Komárom, is just across the Danube.
Overnight in Komárno.
>>> Day 3
Komárno – Esztergom / Štúrovo (50 km / 31 miles)
From Komárno, journey along the Danube River to the
town of Štúrovo. At this point it is possible to visit
the Hungarian town of Esztergom, crossing over from the
northern to the southern bank of the river. Esztergom
was the historic seat of the Hungarian bishops, and
boasts a massive cathedral and castle.
Overnight in Štúrovo.
>>> Day 4
Štúrovo – Dudince (58 km / 36 miles)
Today’s easy stage leads through rolling terrain to the
spa town of Dudince where there is a set of Roman
bathtubs, carved out of the travertine rock.
Overnight in Dudince.
>>> Day 5
Dudince – Banská Štiavnica (39 km / 25 miles)
The challenging part of the trip starts here when biking into the Štiavnické Hills. Banská Štiavnica, with its

Bratislava Castle

ancient legacy of mining, is one of the best stops along
the whole trail. Overnight in Banská Štiavnica.
>>> Day 6
Banská Štiavnica – Kremnica – Banská Bystrica
(40 km / 25 miles)
Today is one of the more challenging days (two long
climbs) as you cycle to Kremnica. This town is set in one
of the prettiest locations in Slovakia, in a valley surrounded by 7 peaks. Transfer by car from Kremnica to
Banská Bystrica, with a stop to see the wooden church
in Hronsek. Overnight in Banská Bystrica.
>>> Day 7
Banská Bystrica – Liptovska Osada – Liptovský Mikuláš
(54 km / 34 miles)
Transfer from Banská Bystrica to Liptovská Osada. Stop
in the village of Vlkolinec, containing the most complete
collection of traditional architecture in Slovakia. After
climbing up from Liptovská Osada, you come to the
challenging biking terrain of the Low Tatras. Start by
conquering a 7-mile ascent and catch a great view at
the top. Finish in historical Liptovský Mikuláš.
Overnight in Liptovský Mikuláš.
>>> Day 8
Liptovský Mikuláš – Dolný Kubín (50 km / 31 miles)
Cycle through the Chočský and Oravský Hills, one of
the prettiest segments of the whole route. In the town
of Malatiná, you can watch rugs being hand-made on
an original wooden loom. In the village of Leštiny there
is a rare wooden church built without a single nail.
Overnight in Dolný Kubín.
>>> Day 9
Dolný Kubín – Bratislava
Transfer from Dolný Kubín to Bratislava by train.

Signage in Slovakia

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Music Festival of Bratislava (SeptemberOctober)
Eurofolklor Festival in Banská Bystrica
(June)
Banská Štiavnica Festival of Crafts and
Entertainment (May)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Germany / Austria

Danube Trail I. from Passau to Vienna
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 325 km / 204 miles. Trip rating: Easy.

Melk Monastery

Lsmooth,
oved by many, this is the most famous cycling trail in Europe. The route is
easy, and stunningly beautiful. Ride through pretty Austrian towns providing excellent services for cyclists. From Passau, at the confluence of the rivers Danube,
Inn and Ilz, you will ride right along the Danube, in a deep river valley with castles
and churches perched overlooking the river. See the romantic river meanders near the
town of Schlögen, and the vineyards, meadows, and orchards of the Wachau wine region. Continue through small towns with rich cultural heritage: Melk with its beautiful monastery, Grein, and Krems, on to the graceful city of Vienna.

Danube Bike Path

34

Dürnstein

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Danube River Bend at Schlögen

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• The city of Passau
• World’s largest church organ in Passau
• Danube meander at Schlögen
• Museum of Modern Art in Linz
• Monastery in Melk
• Strudengau Valley
• Town of Dürnstein
• Old town of Krems
• Wachau wine region

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Danube River Valley
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Passau
Arrival in Passau. This beautiful town stands at the confluence of the rivers Danube, Inn and Ilz. Passau’s impressive cathedral houses the biggest church organ in
the world. Overnight in Passau.
>>> Day 2
Passau – Schlögen (41 km / 26 miles)
Your cycle tour will begin with a beautiful ride along
a densely-wooded, granite river valley, through the
Sauwald to Schlögen, where the hard, impermeable
granite rock forces the Danube to flow back on itself.
This incredible natural feature is best seen from an overlook part way up the river valley. Overnight in Schlögen.
>>> Day 3
Schlögen – Linz (53 km / 33 miles)
Today the route brings you along the immense Danube
river valley between Schlögen and Linz. After a stop at
the Wilhering monastery, with its particularly beautiful
church, you continue on to the town of Linz. The Church
of St. Martin, the oldest church in Austria to have survived in its original form, is in this town.
Overnight in Linz.
>>> Day 4
Linz – Grein (68 km / 43 miles)
The first stop on the route is Enns, once a Roman settlement called Lauriocum and one of the oldest towns
in Austria. The tower in Enns, built in 1565-8, is a masterpiece of Renaissance design. Another stop along
the way is the riverside town of Mauthausen, the site
of a infamous concentration camp in WWII. The rest of
the route takes you through the meadow landscapes
of the Marchland River plain to the beginning of the

Ready to start

Strudengau river valley. On the way you will pass
through the towns of Wallsee and Ardagger, finally arriving at the town of Grein with its 15th century castle.
Overnight in Grein.
>>> Day 5
Grein – Melk (49 km / 31 miles)
Between Grein and Melk you will cycle through the
beautiful landscape of the Strudengau, a narrow section
of the Danube. After the village of Machbach, you will
pass the Maria Taferl, an ancient pilgrimage destination
perched on a hilltop. Cycling on to Melk you will begin
to encounter the historical landscape of Nibelungengau.
Finish in Melk with its famous Benedictine Monastery
and spectacular church. Overnight in Melk.
>>> Day 6
Melk – Tulln (76 km / 45 miles)
Today cycle through the Wachau wine region with its
many vineyards and orchards. Along the way is the historic town of Krems with its 17th century town hall and
many beautiful churches. Then you bike past the Gottweg monastery, to the town of Tulln. Overnight in Tulln.
>>> Day 7
Tulln – Vienna (38 km / 24 miles)
This final, short stage brings you through the Wienerwald forest to Klosterneuburg with its Augustine Church,
from 1108. Finish in Vienna, once the heart of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Overnight in Vienna.
>>> Day 8
Vienna
Vienna is a vibrant, beautiful city with many things to
see, including the Stefansdom Cathedral, or the amazing
Hundertwasser House, designed by Friedensreich Hundertwasser in 1985.

Wachau Valley

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Passau European Music Festival (June)
Vienna Festival (May-June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com
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CYCLING

Austria / Hungary

Danube Trail II. Vienna – Budapest
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length: 348 km / 218 miles. Trip rating: Easy.

N

ow that Communism has fallen
it is possible to continue biking
along the Danube into Hungary.
Impressive monuments, sumptuous
palaces and exquisite architecture
are some of the things you can see in
the heart of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. From Vienna cycle along
the Hungarian side of the Danube
through Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia. Continue into Hungary where
you will stay in the historical towns
of Györ and Esztergom. The artist's
town of Szentendre contains many
galleries, museums and cafés. The
mix of cultural landmarks and rustic,
riverside fields and meadows makes
for a relaxing cycle tour.

City of Vienna

Danube in Budapest
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Esztergom Cathedral

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Danube Trail – Easy, flat cycling

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna
• Roman ruins at Bad Deutsch
• The magnificent Danube Bend
• Old town of Bratislava
• Town center of Györ
• Visegrad Castle
• Cathedral in Eszstergom
• Picturesque town of Szentendre
• Genteel city of Budapest

Planning Your Trip
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October

Fisherman’s Bastion in Budapest
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Vienna
Arrival in Vienna, where you will meet your contact person, who will introduce you to the program and provide
you with all the information materials.
Overnight in Vienna.
>>> Day 2
Vienna – Bad Deutsch / Altenburg (45 km / 28 miles)
The first day on the tour takes you along the Danube
river valley to the town of Bad Deutsch / Altenburg. The
ruins of the Roman city Carnuntum are spread over an
area of almost four square miles.
Overnight in Bad Deutsch / Altenburg.
>>> Day 3
Bad Deutsch / Altenburg – Bratislava – Mosonmagyaróvár
(66 km / 42 miles)
Today's ride takes you briefly through Slovakia via
Bratislava with its historic town center. Then it’s on into
Hungary, where the day’s ride ends in Mosonmagyaróvár, a town located among the blind channels along
the Danube. This town was already known in Roman
times as a watch-post under the Latin name Ad Flexum.
From 1529 it belonged to the Habsburg family and
between 1763 and 1945 it was a private domain of the
House of Habsburgs.
Overnight in Mosonmagyaróvár.
>>> Day 4
Mosonmagyaróvár – Györ (45 km / 28 miles)
The ride between Mosonmagyaróvár and Györ winds
its way through farming pastures. The cycling route is
broken up by small, farming towns. The destination of
today's route is the city of Györ. This town, originally
a Hungarian stronghold from 900 A.D., has a superb,

Church in Szentendre

12th century cathedral containing the second richest
ecclesiastic collection in Hungary. Overnight in Györ.
>>> Day 5
Györ – Tata (68 km / 43 miles)
Cycling not far from the Danube River in this rustic,
farming landscape, you will finish in the town of Tata,
situated on Lake Tatai. This rural town is known as the
Town of Waters with over 100 springs in the area.
Overnight in Tata.
>>> Day 6
Tata – Esztergom (55 km / 34 miles)
Today the route goes through forested landscape with
an ascent to cover, but after that it is a straight run to
Esztergom. The immense cathedral in this town is the
largest in Hungary, dating from 1822, and incorporates
an earlier, Renaissance church from the 16th century. It
has the largest altarpiece in the world painted on a single piece of canvas. Overnight in Esztergom.
>>> Day 7
Esztergom – Szentendre – Budapest
(69 km / 43 miles)
Cycling along the Danube River valley gets you to the
small town of Visegrad with its impressive castle. Continue on to the artist's town of Szentendre with its many
churches, galleries and arts. You also have an opportunity to visit the river island of the same name. This town
is a jewel of the tour. Finally, you finish in Budapest.
Overnight in Budapest.
>>> Day 8
Budapest
Sightseeing around Budapest. This magnificent city, once
a center of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, is full of fascinating architecture.

Danube Bend

Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Combination of two or more bicycle
tours possible.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Györ Summer International Cultural
Festival (June-July)
Tata Festival of Water, Music and
Flowers (late June)
Budapest Summer Music Festival
(July-August)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com

1000
800
600
400
200
0

40

80

120 160 200 240 280 320 360

Family Adventure

37

WALKING

Austria / Czech Republic

Walking Czech Greenways Vienna – Prague
8-day / 7-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length of hikes: 80 km / 50 miles. Trip rating: Moderate.

S

ince the entire length of the Czech
Greenways corridor is over 350 miles
(500 km), this hiking trip covers a
selection of only the best foot trails
and hiking spots along the Greenway. These walks are ideal due to
both the density of tourist destinations and points of interest, and the
attractiveness of the hiking trails.
The routes follow the Czech Republic's dense, well-maintained, and
well-marked network of foot trails,
which were created over 100 years
ago. This walking tour is suitable
for recreational hikers allowing you
to discover the Czech Greenways up
close.

Renaissance Square in Telč

Czech Hiking Signs
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Vranov nad Dyjí Chateau

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

On the trail

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Chateau in Lednice
• Wine-tasting in Valtice chateau cellar
• Jewish cemetery in Mikulov
• Hardegg overlook
• Last remnant of the Iron Curtain in Čižov
• Vranov Chateau
• Renaissance square in Telč
• Old walled town of Třeboň
• Medieval town of Český Krumlov
• Old Town of Prague
• Czech beer

Planning Your Trip

Pálava Hills Panorama
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Vienna (Prague)
After arrival to Vienna (Prague) you take the train ride to
Břeclav, where you will be picked up by your program
coordinator, who will drive you to Valtice, introduce
you to the program, and give you all the information
and navigation materials. Overnight in Valtice.
>>> Day 2
Valtice – Lednice (11 km / 7 miles)
Start by touring the Baroque Valtice Chateau, then take
the path through fields, vineyards and forest. See the romantic follies on the way to Lednice, and wrap up your
day at Lednice Chateau. Afternoon transfer to Mikulov.
Overnight in Mikulov.
>>> Day 3
Pavlov – Mikulov (10 km / 6 miles)
Walk along the Pálava Hills, past the ruins of Dívčí hrady
(Maiden's Castles) and across Děvín, the highest point
of the Pálava Hills (550 m). After crossing the "saddle" you arrive at the ruins of Sirotčí hradek (Orphan
castle). From there climb to Stolová Hill and over Turold
Hill down to Mikulov, a magic castle town surrounded
by vineyards. Late afternoon transfer by car to Vranov
nad Dyjí. Overnight in Vranov nad Dyjí.
>>> Day 4
Čižov – Hardegg – Vranov n. Dyjí (14 km / 9 miles)
Start your day with the tour of the magnificent Baroque
chateau in Vranov, perched atop a cliff over the Dyje
River. Then take in the unspoiled beauty of the Podyjí
National Park. The trail starts in the village of Čižov,
where you can see the last remnant of the Iron Curtain.
From there continue to the Austrian village of Hardegg
with its ancient castle and a sweeping view of the Dyje

Bridge over the Dyje River

valley. Finish in Vranov nad Dyjí. Late afternoon transfer
by car from Vranov to Telč. Overnight in Telč.
>>> Day 5
Landštejn – Nová Bystřice (15 km / 9 miles)
The hiking trail begins at the castle of Landštejn and
leads through woods and meadows to Nová Bystřice. To
get to Jindřichův Hradec take the quaint narrow-gauge
railway dating from 1897, which winds through the
sparsely inhabited, forested region called the "Czech
Canada". Overnight in Jindřichův Hradec.
>>> Day 6
Třeboň – Kojákovice (14 km / 9 miles)
First, take in the historic town and castle of Jindřichův
Hradec, then continue through the Bohemia Lake
District to Třeboň, a medieval city whose walls are still
largely intact. The trail leads around Svět Lake and ends
in the village of Kojákovice with its excellent village
museum. Late afternoon transfer by car from Kojákovice to Český Krumlov. Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 7
Český Krumlov – Kleť – Český Krumlov (16 km / 10 miles)
Morning transfer by train from Český Krumlov to Zlatá
Koruna, which is famous for its monastery. You continue
over Kleť, the highest peak of the Blanský Forest, with
restaurant, a lookout tower and an astronomical observatory. Then hike back to Český Krumlov.
Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 8
Český Krumlov – Prague
The recommended program gives you ample time to enjoy all that Český Krumlov has to offer within one day.
Late afternoon transfer by bus from Český Krumlov to
Prague.

Lednice Chateau

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Mikulov International Guitar Festival (July)
Mikulov Pálava Wine Festival (September)
Znojmo Wine Festival (September)
Český Krumlov Five-petalled Rose
Festival (June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com

Yellow Rape Fields
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WALKING

Hungary / Slovakia / Poland

Walking Amber Trail Budapest – Krakow
10-day / 9-night, self-guided or guided trip. Length of hikes: 120 km / 75 miles. Trip rating: Moderate to Challenging.

Pilgrimage site in Banská Štiavnica

O
n this tour you will walk on the best footpaths and hiking trails along the Amber
Trail, which connects Hungary, Slovakia and Poland. These walks are moderate to challenging, over highland terrain on marked national hiking trails. This tour offers a well-balanced mix of wild nature and historical monuments. Hike past caves and waterfalls in
deep valleys. Experience breath-taking views and unspoilt countryside. The hospitality of
the local people, herds of sheep and traditional crafts, all this is part of the unforgettable
experience of this trail, so far relatively undiscovered by outsiders. Round off your trip in
Krakow, a pulsing town with an incredible historical atmosphere.

Low Tatras
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Rural Chapel
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Rest in the Štiavnické Highlands

www.topbicycle.com

Highlights
• Genteel city of Budapest
• Picturesque town of Szentendre
• The magnificent Danube Bend
• Rock-hewn houses in Brhlovce
• Old town of Banská Štiavnica
• Traditional village of Vlkolinec
• Prosiecká and Kvačanská Valley
• Massive Gothic castles
• Pilgrimage site of Kalwaria Zebrzydowska
• Royal city of Krakow
• Krakow amber market

Planning Your Trip

Open-air Museum in Zuberec
ITINERARY:
>>> Day 1
Budapest – Szentendre
Start in Szentendre (12 miles from Budapest) with its
unique atmosphere – two dozen museums, seven churches,
13 galleries, and countless cafés and little pubs.
Overnight in Szentendre.
>>> Day 2
Szentendre – Visegrad (16 km / 10 miles)
Morning transfer by car to Visegrad. The foot trail features wonderful views of the Danube Bend, and the
landscape around Visegrad with its massive castle. Transfer by car to Esztergom, traditional seat of the Hungarian
bishops, with its enormous basilica.
Overnight in Esztergom.
>>> Day 3
Esztergom – Banská Štiavnica (15 km / 9 miles)
Morning transfer to the Kováčovské Hills where the
route leads through a National Nature Reserve offering
panoramic views of the majestic Danube River from the
Slovak side. Late afternoon transfer to Banská Štiavnica,
with a stop in the village of Brhlovce, with unique houses
hewn out of the rock. Overnight in Banská Štiavnica.
>>> Day 4
Prenčov – Banská Štiavnica (18 km / 11 miles)
Morning sightseeing in Banská Štiavnica, protected
by UNESCO for its history and atmosphere. Then transfer by car to the village of Prenčov where you will hike
in the Štiavnické Highlands and up to its highest peak,
Sitno. Overnight in Banská Štiavnica.
>>> Day 5
Banská Štiavnica – Vlkolinec (16 km / 10 miles)
Transfer by car to the town of Ružomberok, from where
you hike toward the High Fatra by way of Sidorovo peak.

Meadow Wildflowers

From the top there is an exquisite view of the village of
Vlkolinec, containing the most complete collection of traditional architecture in Slovakia. Overnight in Ružomberok.
>>> Day 6
Ružomberok – Liptovský Mikuláš (17 km / 11 miles)
The most challenging segment of the trip starts in the
village of Ludrová and goes to the top of Salatín Hill.
The entire loop is one of the prettiest foot trails in the
Low Tatras. Transfer by car to Liptovský Mikuláš.
Overnight in Liptovský Mikuláš.
>>> Day 7
Prosiecká and Kvačanská Valley (17 km / 11 miles)
Morning transfer by car to the village of Prosiek in the
Chočské Hills. Taken together with the Kvačanská Valley
it is one of the most interesting circuits, with a restored
wooden mill in the hamlet of Oblazy. Transfer by car to
the village of Zuberec, with a unique open-air museum.
Overnight in Liptovský Mikuláš.
>>> Day 8
Demänovská Valley (14 km / 9 miles)
Visit the Demänovske limestone caves, or take a lift up
Chopok Mountain, and continue to the highest peak of the
Low Tatras, Ďumbier Mountain (2043 m). Transfer by car
back to Liptovský Mikuláš. Overnight in Liptovský Mikuláš.
>>> Day 9
L. Mikuláš – Kalwaria Zebrzydowska (7 km / 4 miles)
Morning transfer by car to the village of Lanckorona.,
Poland, and hike to today's highlight – Kalwaria Zebrzydowska. Transfer by car to Krakow. Overnight in Krakow.
>>> Day 10
Krakow
Sightseeing – visit Wawel Castle, the Old Market Square,
the Kazimierz Jewish quarter and Royal Way.

Water-mill in Oblazy

Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Banská Štiavnica Festival of Crafts
and Entertainment (May)
Salamander Days in Banská Štiavnica
(September)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com

Fertile Farmland
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MULTISPORT

Austria / Czech Republic

Greenways Vienna – Prague Flexible Tour
9-day / 8-night, self-guided or guided trip. Combination of walking, cycling, horse riding, by car and canoeing.

Chapel on the Holy Hill in MIkulov

T
his multi-activity program takes you along the entire Czech Greenway. It is designed to be flexible, allowing you to rediscover the most interesting, off-the-beatentrack places closed off for forty years behind the Iron Curtain. The range of options
gives you a maximum degree of freedom and independent choice. On each given day
you can choose your means of travel – foot, horseback, bicycle, car, or even canoe.
Topbicycle will mark its recommended choice for the day with an asterisk. The program is founded on the principle of the self-guided tour – you enjoy yourself and we
take care of the details.

Paddle along the Vltava River
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Český Krumlov Chateau

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

By horse from Znojmo

www.topbicycle.com

The main idea is versatility:
• You decide when and where your
vacation will start.
• Each day you can travel to a different
place.
• You decide how many nights to spend
in a given stop.
• Schedule an extra day for relaxation
or to do more sightseeing.
• Each day you can choose a different
means of transportation for your
tour – on foot, on horseback,
by bicycle, by car, or even by canoe.
The combination is up to you.

Neo-Gothic Lednice Chateau
ITINERARY:
This program presents the highlights of the Czech Greenway. Topbicycle will mark its recommended choice for
the day with an asterisk (*).
>>> Day 1
Vienna – Mikulov
After arrival in Vienna you will take the one-hour train
ride to Breclav, where you will be picked up by your representative and driven to Valtice for your first overnight
stay. You will meet your tour coordinator, who will introduce you to the program, give you all the necessary materials, and be your contact person for the whole trip. If
you wish to spend one or more days in Vienna first, it will
be our pleasure to arrange for accommodation there.
Overnight in Valtice.
>>> Day 2
Valtice – Mikulov – Vranov nad Dyjí
After morning sightseeing in Valtice, the program concentrates on the unique Valtice-Lednice area, the former estate of the Liechtenstein family, which resided
there from early 13th century until 1945. The area is
graced by two magnificent chateaux and numerous follies, or romantic structures set in a harmonious way into
the surrounding landscape. Vineyards on the slopes
of mellow hills, mirror-smooth ponds, nature reserves,
bird sanctuaries, storks' nests perched up on high trees
and telephone poles – all these, plus excellent cooking
and wine, are among the simple pleasures of life in
South Moravia.
Your options:
Hiking Route Valtice – Lednice (11 km / 7 miles). Start
by touring the Baroque Valtice Chateau, then follow the
path through fields, vineyards and forest. Stop for lunch
at the romantic Border Chateau, pass the follies on the

Canoeing the Sázava River

way to Lednice, and wrap up your day in Lednice with
its ornate neo-Gothic chateau. Afternoon transfer by car
from Lednice to ancient Mikulov.
*Cycling Lednice – Valtice – Mikulov (31 km / 19 miles).
This is the recommended option for the day. This ride
will offer some mild challenges, rewarding you with
a beautiful view of Mikulov and its famous Holy Hill.
You will encounter the architectural masterpieces of the
area, and comfortable biking trails through flat, shady
forests.
Horseback Experiencing this romantic backdrop from
the saddle will give the feeling of going back in time to
the end of 18th century, as you make a round trip through
the forest in the Lednice-Valtice Area.
Car Along with a round trip of the Valtice-Lednice area,
you will also have the chance to drive through the beautiful limestone Pálava Hills, and visit the historic village of
Pavlov. For exercise you can take a stroll in the romantic
chateau park in Lednice, and climb the Minaret to watch,
from above, the herons and storks in their treetop nests.
Finish in Mikulov with its centuries of Jewish heritage,
its synagogue and cemetery.
Overnight in Mikulov.
>>> Day 3
Mikulov – Vranov nad Dyjí
Start the day with a transfer from Mikulov to Podyjí National Park, spreading along the border with Austria
around the deep, meandering canyon formed by the
Dyje River. Podyjí National Park is a unique ecological system unrivalled in the Czech Republic, featuring
extraordinary natural scenery. The deep canyon of the
Dyje and its towering cliffs are natural geologic formations of great interest.

Riding on the trail

Hiking
For each day there is a different walk,
14 miles maximum, taking you over
the best parts of each Greenway area.
You will get maps and detailed route
descriptions.
Cycling
If you choose to bike, you will be provided with maps, detailed route descriptions along with a fully-equipped bicycle
to ride over a route up to 36 miles long.
Horseback
All horse trips last around 4 hours. This
is the only one of the four options that
returns you to your starting point at
the end of the day.
By car
You can travel by car with our driver.
You will see the most interesting towns
or points of interest, and be offered
the option of a short hike (max. 6 miles).
On water
In three places along the Greenway you
can go by canoe. The longest route is
10 miles; the easier ones you can travel
by yourself, while on the harder ones
a trained guide accompanies you.

By bike on the Greenways
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Minaret in Lednice Chateau Park
Your options:
Hiking Čižov – Vranov nad Dyjí (14,5 km / 9 miles).
The trail starts in the village of Čižov, where you
can see the last remnant of the Iron Curtain, continues to the Austrian village of Hardegg with its
ancient castle and a sweeping view of the Dyje
valley, and then leads back to Vranov.
Cycling Znojmo – Vranov (42 km / 26 miles).
The bike trail begins in Znojmo and leads through
the entire National Park to Vranov.
*Horseback The ride begins in the town of Znojmo and takes you along the Dyje River inside
the National Park.
Car After a tour of Vranov nad Dyjí, drive a short
distance to nearby Bítov Castle, reflected in
the waters of Vranov Reservoir. Then drive over

Town of Znojmo
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to Čižov for a short hike to the Austrian town of
Hardegg.
Finish your day with the tour of the magnificent
Baroque chateau in Vranov, perched atop a cliff
over the Dyje River. Your day's program concludes with a transfer to Telč, a jewel of the
Czech Renaissance.
Overnight in Telč
>>> Day 4
Telč – Jindřichův Hradec
Enjoy your morning coffee on the spacious
square of Telč encircled with Renaissance gables
and arcades, a UNESCO World Heritage site.
Don't miss the Renaissance chateau and the
ponds surrounding the old town. The atmosphere
is even more suggestive in the border town of

Telč Square

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

Slavonice, set amid rustic natural surroundings,
for decades untouched by development.
Your options:
Hiking Slavonice – Nová Bystřice (22 km /
14 miles) The trail begins in Slavonice, with its
sgraffito facades and town square, then leads
past the castle of Landštejn, the site of
Schiller's Highwaymen, to Nová Bystřice. To get
to Jindřichův Hradec, take the quaint narrowgauge railway dating from 1897 that leads
through the sparsely inhabited, forested area
of "Czech Canada".
Cycling Telč – Jindřichův Hradec (42 km / 26 miles)
The route begins in Telč and leads you through
rolling countryside through Kunžak to Jindřichův
Hradec.

Town of Český Krumlov

www.topbicycle.com
Horseback We will take you to the village of Studnice,
where you will begin a 4-hour ride. The destination is
Červená Lhota, a magnificent chateau located on an island in the middle of a pond. This ride is not suitable for
total beginners – for the less experienced there is
a shorter route available.
*Car After looking around Telč you will visit nearby
Dačice with its Classicist chateau, then on to beautiful
Slavonice, and the nearby village of Maříž located in the
former no-man's land on the Austrian border. Staré Město will be the starting point for a hike up to nearby
Landštejn Castle (4 miles). Your day finish up with a train
ride on a narrow-gauge railway to the town of Jindřichův Hradec, with the superb Renaissance chateau of the
Rožemberk family, and the famous Bohemian tapestry
workshop. Overnight in Jindřichův Hradec.

Before the hike
>>> Day 5
Jindřichův Hradec – Třeboň
First, take in the historic town and castle of Jindřichův
Hradec, then continue through the mosaic of ponds,
woods, and meadows of the Bohemia Lake District and
its capital, Třeboň, a medieval city whose walls are still
largely intact. The only way to enter the historical core
is through a gate in the old fortifications, crossing
a moat that is a part of a unique water regulation system dating back to the 16th century.
Your options:
*Hiking (13 km / 8 miles) After arriving in Třeboň, take the
trail by the great fishpond called Svět, an engineering wonder of the 16th century. The trail leads you through some
of the most idyllic, pastoral countryside you'll see anywhere to Kojákovice with its fascinating village museum.

Konopiště Chateau

Cycling (30 km / 19 miles) Take in the historic town and
castle of Jindřichův Hradec, then start cycling through
the village of Jemčina with a hunting lodge to the medieval town of Třeboň.
Horseback The route leads around Třeboň's bucolic
lakes and ponds; its length can be varied according to
the wishes of the riders.
Car After a tour of J. Hradec, you will visit the magic
chateau of Červená Lhota, then on to Stráž nad Nežárkou, the home of the Metropolitan opera singer Emma
Destin. The drive ends in Třeboň, from which it is just
a short walk along the banks of Svět Pond to the
Schwarzenberg Tomb, then back to Třeboň.
Canoeing on the river Lužnice starts in Suchdol nad
Lužnicí, and ends in the village of Majdalena. The route
is about 7 miles long; basic canoeing skills are necessary. Overnight in Třeboň.
>>> Day 6
Třeboň – Český Krumlov
Český Krumlov, the jewel of South Bohemia, is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, universally recognized as
a unique part of the architectural heritage. The old
town holds an unequaled ensemble of Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque structures, virtually intact and still
vital. Among the attractions of the second largest castle complex in the Czech Republic is the oldest working
Baroque theatre in Europe, and an open-air theatre
with a revolving auditorium.
Your options:
Hiking (16 km / 10 miles) The route from Český Krumlov
leads to the highest peak of the Blanský Forest – Kleť,
with restaurant, a look-out tower and an astronomical
observatory; then on to Zlatá Koruna, famous for its
monastery founded in 1263 by the Premysl King Otakar II.
From Zlatá Koruna take the train back to Český Krumlov.
Cycling (52 km / 33 miles) This day of cycling leads from
Třeboň through the town of Trhové Sviny to the town of
Český Krumlov.
Horseback You will be transferred to the starting point
in nearby Český Krumlov, you can pick your own level
of challenge for the day in the saddle. Your destination
is the Zlatá Koruna monastery.
Car From Třeboň drive to České Budějovice (Budweiss)
famous for its world-class beer. The next stop is the
fairytale-like Tudor Gothic chateau of Hluboká. Visit the
monastery in Zlatá Koruna, then continue to Krásetín to
take the cable car to the top of Kleť Mountain.
*Canoeing (10 km / 6 miles) You can take a canoe down
the scenic Vltava River from Český Krumlov to Zlatá
Koruna. Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 7
Český Krumlov
This will be a day of rest in Český Krumlov. The recommended program gives you ample time to enjoy all that
Český Krumlov has to offer within one day.
Overnight in Český Krumlov.
>>> Day 8
Český Krumlov – Prague
On this day you will continue your activities in Central
Bohemia. The Sázava river valley is the main feature of
this region.

Limestone Pálava Hills

Highlights:
• Lednice Chateau
• Wine-tasting in Valtice chateau cellar
• Jewish cemetery in Mikulov
• Hardegg overlook
• Remnant of the Iron Curtain in Čižov
• Vranov Chateau
• Renaissance square in Telč
• Old walled town of Třeboň
• Medieval town of Český Krumlov
• Old Town of Prague
• Czech beer

Planning Your Trip:
Dates:
Self-guided tours: every day from April
to the end of October
Guided tours: for scheduled dates see
insert or visit www.topbicycle.com
For private guided tours:
every day from April to the end of October
Prices: for prices see insert
or www.topbicycle.com
Price includes:
Self-guided tour – see page 5
Guided tour – see page 6
Good to know:
We will be glad to arrange extra nights
at the beginning or the end of the trip,
or along the route.
Cultural events: You might wish to
adjust the times of your tour to coincide
with the following cultural events:
Mikulov International Guitar Festival
(July)
Mikulov Pálava Wine Festival
(September)
Znojmo Wine Festival (September)
Český Krumlov Five-petalled Rose
Celebration (June)
Questions: info@topbicycle.com

Lednice Chateau and Greenhouse
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Czech countryside – a cycling paradise
Your options:
Hiking (14 km / 9 miles) The route leads along
the Sázava River canyon on one of the most
popular hiking trails in the Prague region. It
leads through a beautiful valley with cliffs and
woods, complete with romantic hiking chalets.
Cycling (28 km / 18 miles) Cycle from Týnec nad
Sázavou to Průhonice with its Renaissance
chateau and park. Průhonice is the center of
botany and horticulture in the Czech Republic.
Horseback Tour of the chateau of Konopiště,
one of the most popular destinations in the
Czech Republic. It once belonged to Franz Ferdinand d'Este, the Emperor of Austria.
Car The route begins with a tour of Konopiště
Castle. Next stop is is the castle of Karlštejn,

Windmill in Lesná
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once the home of the Czech crown jewels. The
day ends with a short walk through the beautiful Sázava River valley.
*Canoeing (16 km / 10 miles) By canoe or kayak
down the Sázava River canyon. The highlight is
the section from Týnec to Pikovice – in a sturdy
canoe. This small patch of white water can be
easily negotiated even by a beginner with the
help of a guide. Experienced paddlers can go by
kayak in more challenging areas.
Overnight in Prague.
>>> Day 9
Prague
Coming to Prague from the quiet, rustic countryside is like entering a different world. This living,
changing, active city combines the feeling of

Walled town of Třeboň

Central Europe Bicycle Tours

history with a uniquely modern outlook. Prague
is one of the world’s great cities, a metropolis
of towers, palaces, parks, and museums, of galleries, exhibitions, and trade fairs. It is warm,
well lived-in city of shops, restaurants, pubs, and
cafés. Centuries-old buildings in Romanesque,
Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque line narrow,
winding streets, interspersed with daring, modern Art Noveau. Somehow it all seems to fit
together. In Prague, the past and the future are
in harmony. When you enter Prague, even for
a day, you become aware of your own small
place in the flow of history. This awareness will
return to you later as a memory – an old stone
wall, a rainy street, a green park lawn in the
sunshine, a soaring tower.

Capturing the moment in Prague

BOOK YOUR TRIP WITH TOPBICYCLE
Get in contact with us. We would be glad to answer any questions you have about a specific
tour and give you more details.
To reserve your space on a trip, please fill
out our reservation form and pay a deposit of
100 EUR per person. Upon receipt of your deposit we will send you a confirmation including
a list of your accommodation and meeting details. The final balance should be paid by you
45 days before the start of the tour.
Eligibility and Reservations
You must be at least eighteen years of age. People younger than this must be accompanied by
an adult.
Cancellations and refunds
If you need to cancel your tour before departure, the following fees shall apply depending
on when we receive your written cancellation
notice:
More than 45 days before departure: 100 EUR
From 45 to 14 days before departure: 50% of
tour price
Less than 14 days before departure: 100% of
tour price
Trip Cancellation Insurance
We highly recommend that you purchase trip
cancellation insurance.

Medical Insurance
We highly recommend that you carry medical
and personal insurance to cover possible medical expenses, and loss of baggage or personal
belongings.
STAY CONNECTED WITH www.topbicycle.com
Click through to our website to check what each
particular tour day has to offer, see photos of
tour highlights, check route profiles, and note
cultural events around which you can plan your
tour. You can access it anytime.
Up-to-date info
The Topbicycle website is the best way to get
current information about our trips. Refer to it
for scheduled dates, prices and updates.
Start reserving your tour today.
You can reserve any of the tours listed in this
brochure on the Topbicycle website.
Contact us today
We are always pleased to hear from you, so
contact us any time at: info@topbicycle.com.
We’ll get back to you as soon as we can.
We are looking forward to helping you with
your plans.

Greenways Travel Club
Kostelní náměstí 2
692 01 Mikulov
Czech Republic
Phone: +420 519 513 745
Fax: +420 519 513 746
E-mail: info@topbicycle.com
www.topbicycle.com
MORE ABOUT US
In 1996, Tomas Leskovjan started Greenways
Travel Club, which was the first to organize
tours along the Czech Greenways from Vienna
to Prague. It specializes in active vacations –
cycling, hiking, horse riding, canoeing, and multi-sport holidays.
By far the most popular choice was cycling, so
the decision was made to focus more on bicycle
tours. The result is Topbicycle, which is the brand
name of Greenways Travel Club for its bicycle
tour programs. Topbicycle specializes in cycling
tours in Central and Eastern Europe.
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